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As a doctor, I have received more formal education than 
most. But I never learned as much as I did growing up as 
the son of a single mother with no more than a third grade 
education. Before I could learn to be a doctor, my mother 
had to teach me to love learning. It was the most valuable 
lesson I ever received.

I was blessed to have a mother who understood that 
in America if you had an 
education, worked hard and 
played by the rules, you 
could prosper. She showed 
me that education can be 
the ladder out of poverty 
and dependency, but it was 
up to me to climb it. For too 
many young students our 
schools are failing to provide that ladder to success.

Years of politicians meddling in education with more 
money than sense have created counterproductive 
regulations, inflexible environments and spiraling 
education costs. We need real leadership to reform 
America’s approach to education, not more Washington 
insider schemes and heavy-handed plans.

As President, I will reform our educational system based 
on five simple, proven principles.

Five Principles to Restore American 
Exceptionalism in Our Schools

School Choice: I will actively support school choice 
programs, such as school vouchers and charter schools, 

so every student has the 
opportunity to fully realize 
his or her God-given 
potential.

Empower Parents, 
Teachers, Local School 
Districts and the States – 
Not Washington:  

In education, as in so many endeavors, the best decisions 
are the ones made by those closest to the issue. I will 
work to directly support students, cut red tape and reduce 
the size and authority of the Washington educational 
bureaucracy.

Encourage Innovation: Everywhere I travel, I am 
inspired by the creativity of educators whose ideas 
offer real promise for tomorrow’s students. Rather than 

Education is the bedrock of America’s success.  
It is the foundation of what truly makes  
our country “the Land of Opportunity.”
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We must adopt policies that will give parents and 
students the freedom to design an educational 

experience that is tailored to their unique abilities, 
interests and learning needs.
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micromanaging these educational innovators with one-
size-fits-all regulations that suppress their ingenuity, we 
should promote innovative ideas in education.

Reward Good Teachers: It is long past the time to give 
teachers the respect and the resources they deserve. 
Instead of an outdated system that rewards teacher 
tenure over performance, we should provide flexible 
block grants to the states to advance and reward teacher 
quality and to develop teacher evaluation systems that 
focus on effectiveness in advancing student outcomes and 
achievement. 

A Simpler, Streamlined Student Loan Process: The 
U.S. Department of Education needs to get out of the 
lending business. We need a simpler, more streamlined and 
transparent financial aid process that gives students and 
parents the kind of simple, reliable information they need 
to make good decisions.

School Choice 

The United States cannot 
remain competitive in 
the world if we do not 
have an education system 
that meets the needs of 
students in every corner of our country. It is our moral 
imperative as Americans to lay the foundation for a world-
class education for every student not simply to those in 
the best neighborhoods or with the money to buy the 
educational support they need.  

We must adopt policies that will give parents and 
students the freedom to design an educational experience 
that is tailored to their unique abilities, interests and 
learning needs.

Initiatives like the D.C. Opportunity Scholarship Program 
are already proving how successful school choice can 
be. The program centers on providing scholarships to 
students in Washington, D.C.’s low-income neighborhoods. 
Thus far, the program is achieving remarkable success. 
For those participating students, it is a lifeline out of 
poverty. As President, I will expand initiatives like the D.C. 
Opportunity Scholarship Program to give families and 
students more freedom to control their futures. 

Similarly, I will promote policies that open the doors of 
education to all, from the most successful students to those 
struggling to keep up. Our goal is to meet every student’s 
learning needs in public, private, charter, magnet and 
home schools.

As President, I will promote a shift in policy that makes 
federal funds portable, allowing the families of low-income 
and special needs students to choose which school their 
children attend. Parents and students should be able to 
select from public, private or charter schools, or to apply 
the funds toward tutoring or online courses – all subject, of 
course, to the accountability of each state’s testing system.

School choice leads to healthy competition among 
schools to provide the best educational atmosphere for all 
students to learn. When choice exists, the best schools will 
thrive and attract students from all locations, while failing 
schools and “dropout factories” will be incentivized to 
institute real, effective changes to compete.  

Unfortunately, many states are battling special 
interests, such as teachers unions that seek to limit 
school choice and satisfy their own institutional agenda 

of more spending and less 
accountability. We cannot let 
these special interest groups 
succeed.

A Carson administration 
will leverage school choice 
programs, such as vouchers 
and charter schools, to 
allow all students to have 

education options to better their futures rather than allow a 
student’s zip code to determine their success.

Empower Parents, Teachers, Local 
School Districts and States – Not 
Washington 

Over the past 7 years, the Department of Education has 
drastically increased its role in the classroom.  Through 
policies such as No Child Left Behind and the Common 
Core Standards, Washington has continually pushed 
more of the same ineffective federal policies. The political 
class’ plans always seem to revolve around the same idea: 
throwing money at the problem while giving Washington 
greater control over the classroom.  

These strategies have been failing our schools for 
generations. Things haven’t improved: they have gotten 
worse.

Today, America’s spending per student is among the 
highest in the world, but we have failed to produce 
measurable improvements in student proficiency in 
reading or math, and the achievement gap between white 
and minority students remains a national embarrassment.  

We must continue to integrate technology and digital 
access so that students, teachers and parents can 
customize the educational experience and provide 

better accountability.
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A student’s 
zipcode or race 
should  
not determine 
their success.



In a 2012 study conducted by the Organization for 
Economic Co-Operation and Development, the United 
States was ranked 27th out of 34 countries in mathematics.1 
Furthermore, the 2015 Math and Reading National 
Assessment of Educational Progress scores showed a 
continuation of the achievement gap between white 
and minority students even after the implementation of 
Common Core Standards in 42 states and the District of 
Columbia.2

Even though federal dollars represent just 10 percent of 
local school budgets, they have bought the Washington 
education bureaucracy outsized influence into our local 
schools. That’s a bad deal for America’s schools.

Programs like No Child Left Behind and Common Core 
have become a federal power grab, and over time – like 
so many other issues in Washington, D.C. – they’ve been 
polluted by Washington politicians and special interest 
influence to the point that they no longer serve our 
children.  

It’s time to wrest control of our children away from 
Washington. It’s time to empower students, parents, local 
educators and the states.

Under my plan, the federal government will encourage 
the states to provide local communities with the money 
and tools they need to set and meet educational goals.

Through partnerships with teachers, students, parents, 
and other stakeholders, local communities can more 
effectively evaluate Common Core standards and provide 
viable solutions for a replacement or changes as needed. 

Decisions on curricula and standardized testing should 
likewise be made through discussions with teachers and 
local communities, since they know the needs of their 
students better than anyone else.  

I will work with the states to use block funding more 
efficiently to directly support students, cut red tape, and 
reduce the giant bureaucracy that Washington has forced 
on our local schools.

Encourage Innovation 
Across the country, innovative educators are developing 

powerful new tools to inspire and teach students. Many of 
these innovators have already seen immense success in 
garnering positive educational outcomes and narrowing 
the achievement gap with students from low-income areas. 
However, innovative educators face unnecessary federal 
bureaucratic impediments that accomplish nothing but 
frustrate their efforts and suppress their ingenuity.  

Instead of micromanaging these creative, passionate 
educators, we should be encouraging and promoting 
innovative ideas, be it a new type of school or a new way 



to use technology in the classroom. As President, I will 
make it a mainstay of my administration to reduce the 
gargantuan Washington bureaucracy that curbs educators 
from trying new, innovative teaching methods that better 
help students reach their full potential. 

I will also tap into the talents of the American people, 
encouraging public-private partnerships that offer 
flexibility and resources that cannot exist in the public 
sector.

I have seen the immense impact of these partnerships 
first-hand after Candy and I created the Carson Scholars 
Fund. Starting with just 25 students in 1996, the Carson 
Scholars Fund has provided more than 6,700 scholarships 
across the country. Meanwhile, thanks to our corporate 
and foundation partnerships, we have established over 
137 reading rooms where children can discover the same 
passion for reading and knowledge that I found over fifty 
years ago. 

Technological advances are also changing the way 
students learn and develop new skills. 

We must continue to integrate technology and digital 
access so that students, teachers and parents can 
customize the educational experience and provide better 
accountability. This can only happen if educators, scientists 
and web designers are free to innovate.  

As President, I will create environments that empower 
local communities and encourage educational innovation 
so we can educate and prepare our children for the new 
challenges of the 21st century. 

Reward Good Teachers 
America’s teachers, who hold the keys to learning for 

our students, are the greatest resources in our education 
system. No job is more crucial in charting the future course 
of our country than that of a classroom teacher.  We ask 
them to teach, to inspire, to counsel, to nurture and to 
discipline – but in all too many cases, we ask them to do it 
with inadequate resources and little pay. 

This is not what America’s hard-working teachers 
deserve.

 
Teachers change lives, and we must recruit, reward and 

retain the best ones – acknowledging their role as “mission 
critical” professionals in achieving our nation’s goals. 

Yet under the current outdated tenure system, teachers’ 
skills and educational outcomes are blatantly ignored when 
it comes to their pay and benefits. 

Under my plan, states will receive flexible block grants 
to advance and reward teacher quality/performance, 
and to develop teacher evaluation systems that focus on 
effectiveness in advancing student achievement. 

In my Administration, we will encourage state and 
local school districts to use effective measures to 
attract and reward good teachers, including: 

  
• Recruiting programs that attract would-be teachers 

while they are still in high school, including through 
organizations like the Future Teachers of America;

• Public-private partnerships to provide scholarships or 
bonuses for graduates in the top 10% of their classes who 
wish to pursue careers in teaching;

• Mentoring programs for new teachers that will link 
them with gifted retired teachers and other members of the 
community.

Empowering teachers with the resources and pay they 
deserve will pave the groundwork for our children’s success 
inside and outside the classroom. 

A Simpler, More Streamlined Student 
Loan Process 

The high costs of obtaining a college degree has limited 
the control many college graduates have over his or her 
future. Families and students have amassed over $ 1 trillion 
in student loan debt, with the average college student 
graduating with more than $35,000 in debt. 

Nothing is more troubling than to see the dreams of 
bright, talented young people being crushed by the cost of 
higher education or saddled with massive debt.

College costs have risen so dramatically that, for the 
first time in our history, students now question whether 
a college education is actually worth the price. Since 
1980, tuition and fees at public and private universities 
have grown twice as fast as the rate of inflation, with 71 
percent of bachelor’s degree graduates leaving school with 
a student loan.  To make matters worse, under the Obama 
economy, fully half of all recent college graduates are 
underemployed or out of work.

In response, President Barack Obama and the Democrats 
have resorted to their same ineffective methods: more 
federal mandates, more federal control and more federal 
spending. Unfortunately, we all pay the price of their failed 
ideology. 



I believe that 
teachers are 
the greatest 
resources 
in our 
educational 
system, and 
hold the keys 
to learning for 
our students.
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As President, I will use market-oriented solutions to 
reduce tuition costs and alleviate student loan debt. 
Instead of burdening these promising young people with 
onerous debt, we will develop an approach that reflects the 
American values of free market competition and consumer 
choice. 

Before signing away such a large chunk of their lives 
to debt, parents and students deserve at least as much 
information as they would get if they were buying a car or 
signing a mortgage. Before they incur student debt, they 
should have clear, easy-to-understand information about 
repayment rates and future earnings projections in their 
chosen fields of study. 

I will simplify and streamline the financial aid system 
to make it easier for students and families to make 
informed decisions. I will also reverse President Obama’s 
nationalization of the student loan market and welcome 
private sector participation in providing information and 
financing. 

Until we begin making such common sense reforms, 
students will continue to graduate with high amounts of 
debt that will greatly restrict their futures. 

My Pledge

Education is the bedrock of America’s success. It is the 
foundation of what truly makes our country “the Land of 
Opportunity.”

More than most, I’m acutely aware of education being 
the ladder that can lead one out of poverty and towards 
the American Dream. Education liberated me from a life of 
poverty, and we must ensure that our schools are equipped 
to do the same for others.

To be successful, we must take the federal bureaucracy 
out of education and concentrate on empowering the 
American people. This is the only way that “We the People” 
can be ensured that we have the kind of nation that was 
envisioned by our founders.  

We owe it to our children – and to ourselves – to restore 
our education system to global preeminence, and I believe 
this commonsense, conservative-principled approach will 
enable us to do just that.

1 http://www.oecd.org/pisa/keyfindings/PISA-2012-results-US.pdf
2 http://www.corestandards.org/standards-in-your-state/
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